Letter 5 (33).

To Mrs. Smyth from Eric Craig at the 36th (Ulster) Base Depot, Camp 19, Havre, B.E.F. dated the 4 August 1916.

My dear Mrs. Smyth,

Just a few lines to let you know that I am still here.  I have very little to write about but will do my best.

I finish my training here at the end of this week I think.  I have been through a most interesting and instructive course here including going through gas.  I know now exactly what I have to do when I take my platoon in the trenches and I am not a bit afraid of it, in fact I rather like it.

I hear from Gordon occasionally and he seems to be having a fine time; he is looking out for me as he says when I leave here I shall be going to the resting place near which his B[attalio]n is resting.  Capt. Burroughs, who was my Capt. at Newtownards, left here yesterday for the 13th; he knows the Colonel of the 13th very well and is going to do his utmost to get me transferred - isn't this good luck?  Such chums as Gordon and I c[oul]d not be separated.  I expect to leave here for the 10th B[attalio]n next week.  All letters arriving here will be sent after me.

I never experienced anything like the heat here - I am quite sunburned so what must Gordon be like?  I am very glad to know that John has had his operation over with complete success.  Poor John, he is such a decent chap; I wrote him the other day.  We had the Irish Guards band playing in front of our mess the other day - it made me feel quite at home.

I have had letters from many people and Dick has not forgotten me.  He very kindly sent me cigarettes [e]tc.  You and your family have always been extremely kind to me.  Before I came away I told you I w[oul]d do my utmost to get to Gordon - I am pleased with the way I am getting on so far.  I am afraid my news is now exhausted so must "wind up".  I hope that you are quite well and that John will soon be quite himself again; please tell him I was asking about him and give him and all my kindest regards.

Yours very sincerely,

Eric.

P.S.  Before leaving N'Ards I made arrangements for a group photo, in which Gordon is, to be sent to you.  Did you receive it?  I fancy there is some mistake.

